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March 2022
Dates & Events
May 1
Field Applications - Small
Grains, Peas, Vetch
May 30
Holiday - Office Closed
June 1
Field Applications - Corn,
Industrial Hemp
July 1
Field Applications - Millet,
Sorghum
July 4
Holiday - Office Closed
August 1
Field Applications Soybeans
Sales Disposition - Spring
Small Grains, Peas
August 15
Board Meeting - Hastings
September 1
Sales Disposition - Millet,
Soybeans
September 5
Holiday - Office Closed
November 24-25
Holiday - Office Closed
December 1
Sales Disposition - Winter
Small Grains, Grasses
December 23-30
Holiday - Office Closed
January 2
Holiday - Office Closed
January 9-10, 2023
Seed Improvement
Conference - Holiday Inn,
Kearney, NE

Field Inspection Preparation
Sm all grain fields can be scheduled for
inspection any tim e after heading and before
harvest. Failure to have your fields inspected
and approved will eliminate these fields and
seed from certification. Once the field is
headed it can be inspected and m ay be
scheduled for inspection at any tim e so do
not delay getting your fields ready for
inspection. Applicants should receive
notification from your inspector at least 2
days prior to the inspection. If this is not
occurring, please inform the NCIA office.
As in the past, if your seed field is not
ready for inspection it may be rejected. If
the reason for rejection is correctable but not
an isolated problem , re-inspection will be
required for certification and will be indicated
on your field inspection report and the
reinspection required form . The applicant
m ay choose to continue certification of the
seed field by agreeing to a re-inspection on
the reinspection required form and returning
it to the NCIA office. The request m ay delay
harvest and will not take priority over other
first-tim e inspections your inspector m ay
have scheduled. An additional fee of $3 per
acre will be assessed to com plete the reinspection.
Your fields m ust be clearly defined and
properly isolated according to certification
standards. Sm all grains isolation standards
require at least ten feet of isolation from the
sam e crop. To avoid a costly second
inspection, have your fields properly isolated
before the inspection occurs. Roguing fields
prior to inspection is also recom m ended to
rem ove undesirable plants from fields. In
sm all grains, roguing should be done after
heading since off-types and other crops are
m ost easily detected at that tim e. Fields that
fail NCIA standards for off-type plants will not
be eligible for re-inspection unless the
problem is determ ined to be in an isolated
area of the field.
A field m ay also be rejected if the field
inspector determ ines that the am ount and
kind of weeds present m ake it difficult to
conduct an inspection. Particularly, the
presence of Primary or Prohibited
Noxious w eeds bearing seeds in any field
at inspection w ill disqualify it for seed
purposes. If the top growth (seed producing
parts) of such weeds have been destroyed at
the tim e of field inspection, the field m ay be
approved. This m eans, for exam ple, that the
presence of Canada Thistle, Musk Thistle
and Field Bindweed could result in a seed
field being rejected com pletely. To continue
with certification any non-isolated item s
found to not conform with certification
standards m ust be corrected and this

correction confirm ed by a re-inspected at
another $3 per acre cost. A list of all noxious
weeds is available in the NCIA standards or
from the NE Departm ent of Agriculture.

Seed Improvement Conference
The 2022 Nebraska Seed Im provem ent
Conference was held January 10-12 at the
Em bassy Suites in Lincoln.
A Premier Seed Grow er has
recognized every year since 1941.
award is m ade annually to a Nebraska
producer for achievem ents in certified
production and m arketing.
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The 2021 NCIA Prem ier Seed Grower was
awarded to Kriesel Certified Seed.
This award was presented to Leon’s father,
Fred in 1976 and to Leon and his wife Cheryl
in 1997.
Leon has a lifetim e of seed production. The
official start was in 1972 with 5 bushels of
Foundation Seed that was won as the Jr.
Grain Show Cham pion, Nebraska State Fair
(as a 4-H project).
The business was first started in 1927 by
Ernest Kriesel, Leon’s Grandfather, near
Fairbury and then continued with his father
and m other, Fred and Viola Kriesel, at the
Gurley location in 1945. Leon’s involvem ent
ram ped up after he graduated from college in
1976.
In 1995 a new facility was built the sam e year
the business celebrated its 50 th anniversary.
From 1927 to 1995, the extended fam ily had
docum ented 70 varieties of seed being
produced. Leon estim ates from 1995 till now
his production would include an additional 20
varieties. The 75 th anniversary of the
business was in 2020 with a celebration
being held in 2021.
The philosophy of Kriesel Certified Seed has
always been to serve the m em bers of the
organization through active involvem ent on
all levels. That included everything from
leading the crop break out m eetings that
shared m em ber input during NCIA annual
conventions to being on the Board of
Directors and serving as President. Leon has
been a m em ber of NCIA since 1976; serving
on the board in the 1990’s including a term
as President.
Congratulations to Kriesel Certified Seed.
Thirty year members were recognized. They
were Oliver Manufacturing, Lajunta, CO;
Petersen Genetics, Cedar Falls, IA; and
Seed Enterprises, W est Point. These
m em bers have been active m em bers of
NCIA for a 30 year period.
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NCIA Board Reorganizes
Eric Nelson, Mead, was elected to serve on the board
representing District 1. Jim Girardin and Chris Cullan were
both re-elected to their State-at-Large position. The board
elected a slate of officers for 2022. Emery Fox was elected
president, Jim Girardin vice-president, and Ruben W ehnes
treasurer. Conrad Nelson was appointed as Chair of the
Com m ittee of Managem ent for NuPride. M ike Fritz will serve
as the NSTA representative to the NCIA board. Other board
m em bers include Duane M uhlbach and Roch Gaussoin.

2023 Seed Improvement Conference
th

The 30 annual Nebraska Seed Im provem ent Conference will
bring together the m em berships of the Nebraska Crop
Im provem ent Association and the Nebraska Seed Trade
Association. It will be held January 9-11, 2023, at The Holiday
Inn in Kearney.

Field Application Due Dates
Sm all Grains, Grass, Peas
Corn
Industrial Hem p
Millet, Dry Edible Beans
Soybeans

May 1
June 1
June 1
July 1
August 1

Sales Disposition Due Dates
Spring Sm all Grains, Peas
Millet, Soybeans
W inter Sm all Grains, Grasses

March 2022

2

August 1
Septem ber 1
Decem ber 1

Seed Source Verification
Seed source requires official docum entation when m aking
application for field inspections. A basic principle of
certification and a key aspect of traceability is that seed m oves
with an official label. An official label, whether a tag, label, or
certificate, is issued by the state agency that has certified the
seed. This docum ent is how certification agencies
com m unicate with each other to track seed. The official
docum ent, no m atter if a tag, label, or certificate, m ust be
issued by the certification agency. A tote placard is not
an official label, regardless of how well it is designed or
how com plete the inform ation. Everyone involved with certified
seed should recognize an official docum ent and be advised on
the need to retain the seed labels.

Nebraska Crop Improvement Association

Annual Meeting Minutes
January 12, 2022, Lincoln, NE

• The m eeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m . by Em ery
Fox, President.
• It was determ ined that a quorum of the m em bership was
present.
• The agenda was reviewed. It w as moved and seconded
to approve the agenda as presented. M otion carried.
• It w as moved and seconded to approve the minutes
of the 2021 annual meeting as presented. M otion
carried.
• Jim Girardin gave a prelim inary treasurer’s report. NCIA’s
total incom e was $655,413. Expenses were $536,048 for
a net gain of $138,233. These are all prelim inary
num bers. It w as moved and seconded to approve
treasurer’s report. M otion carried.
• Pageler gave an NGN Com m ittee of Managem ent report.
Conrad Nelson was recom m ended as the Chair for 2022.
Sales and financial reports were reviewed.
• The Nom inating Com m ittee report was presented. Jim
Girardin and Chris Cullan will run for re-election as Stateat-Large positions. Eric Nelson will run for election as
District 1 director. Fox asked for nom inations from the
floor. There were none. It w as moved and seconded to
close nominations and cast a unanimous ballot.
M otion carried.
• Em ery Fox asked for old business. There was no old
business.
• Em ery Fox asked for new business.
New ByLaws were presented and discussed. It w as
moved and seconded to approve ByLaw s as
presented. The motion was carried unanimously.
New Articles of Incorporation were presented and
discussed. It w as moved and seconded to approve
Article of Incorporation as presented. The motion w as
carried unanimously.
• Pageler gave a m anagem ent report. Steve Knox retired
on June 30, 2021. Steve Pageler was appointed new
m anager as of July 1, 2021. NCIA has a staff of three.
This is the sm allest since before NCIA has a lab (1940's).
Total acres for 2021 were up about 5%. The seed lab
sam ples continue to be steady. Pageler thanks the staff.
• The approved budget and financial reports were reviewed
and discussed.
• Pageler recognized Em ery Fox as the past president. He
as recognized Dave Rezac as the out-going board
m em ber.
• An education update was held. The NSTS was reviewed,
and questions and ideas from the m em bership were
discussed.
• It w as moved and seconded to adjourn the meeting.
M otion carried. The m eeting was adjourned.

